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Scrap Book

This is scrapbook is a composition of

all research and development works
completed by Michael Prakash. It consists
of a variety of research mediums such
newspaper clippings, publications, books
and precedents to set the foundations of my
“NextGen” Affordable Housing proposal.
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“Dark Age Over In Minto ”’

Daily Telegraph - Tues. March 23rd 2010
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Dark age over in Minto

Vikki Campion
Urtban Affairs and Property

THE muze of dark, forbidding alleys
running between Jm {endes is gone

Uglv bex dwellimgs are falling
under the wrecker's ball, replaced by
discreetly “salt and peppered” public
housing, indistmguishable from pri-
vately owned homes

.‘l.fh.lr & years 35 o shum, the

derelict public Bousing that made
Muite, in Swdney's southwest, sym-
anymows with wellare, poverty and
hardship is being razed an replaced
with prime real estale,

First-home buyers are flocking to
the suburb, camping out to bay land-
and-house packages for as ltle @
SL0.000. Now the Government plans
1o Tollow suit across western Sydney,
tearing down troubled estates.

Hoosing  Mindster Dawvid  Borger
said Boanyrige in Sydney’s south-
west, was next in fne to become a
“bright, fresh howsing estate™.

Counals are dsscussing the same
fate for Abrds and

*“We do want to do this more. The
|d=a i the came in the end — & mix of
owniers, renters and public housing for
fhe right balance for a stable neigh-
bourhood,™ Mr Borger il

“It & not fair on m}mln havea
whale neighbearbood where no one i
working, it°s not fair on the kids who
need good robe madels in e

“Cnowing up on a street where no
one is going to work i the moming
your expectations are really bow. "

Bafore and after: Mew pablic housing blencts in with private dwelings (above) in

contrast to old-style Minto townhouses (right)

With the median Sy howse
at $600,000, howme and land for
that was o rare find pear train
stations, motorways, schools and
green views, Camphbellfown  Mayor
.ﬂ.armRnlesaud.

Thms;:ir prized home Joca-

Mmr Minto dwellers had niot
the parommic soenery sur-

Picture: Stephen Cooper

rounding their homes, former resi-
dent Modliec Thomas said.

“efore the new hotses were built,
you pever noticed the view through
all thee hardship,” she said.

“There are playgrounds now, so
the kids don't have to make their
owry, which was usoally pulling down
somione’s fence. T saw that and cried.
1t 50 different now."




“The Impossible Dream”
Sunday Age - Sun. April 18th 2010
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Theidea of owning & home is
becoming more and more
-unrealistic for many Austrafians.
Ruth Williams looks at where the
problems fie and what can be done,
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“ Call to halt blowout dream ”’
The Australian - Mon. April 12th 2010
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“ Reform as rental society looms”
Sunday Age

sty by e

Three generations

- Sun. April 18th 2010

the price they are paying and no
_Hﬂmd%' s
Judith Yates, of Sydney Unl-
versity’s fncuérm wunumﬁ:l' and
business, a8
mn&u‘fhﬂ t!&l)u_un s
woi It harder to get accom-
modation. “Our current system Is
bl on 4 foundation of home (-
Ershire. she said. “If you are getting
people Increasingly heing wnabla to
get inta home awnership then you
are going to find you have got mom
renters, and (they] are . . . richer than
renters used to be, and they squeeze

o
ponthly .ﬁm%y’ﬁl\n typical

tepayment o
first-home mycln?tme {ncreased
mpp:]m:.

fessor Burke said that u:;iless
{ affordability problem
m mnﬁuatmnn wasw"lgoing 1o out traditonal renters.”
move: towards a fental society. away Last year’s National Housing Sup-
from a home ownership society” {le Councll report found Australia
“We have always seen the rental  had a shortfull of 202,000 dwellings
sector s 4 transition to home own-  for loW-income renters, and that
ership,” he said. “But moreand more  most of the growth in private rental
people are going fo become long- stock between 2001 and 2006 was in
term renters, with 1o control over  more expensive brackets

URGINA and Ronald Rae bought
Ir first home in 1935 for $6900.
twasa three-bedrom weather-
«dan adirt road in Box Hill

h, with a septic tank on the back
h. "I was always afraid the chil-
would fall into it,” Mrs Rae,

2, recalls.

Amy Mudge outside

Georgina Rae,
ahove, outside her
Box Hill North
home; Mrs Rae’s
grandson Joel
Anderson, right,
with his girlfriend

vok them six years o save the his Richmond unit;
deposit. They raised the rest Mrs Raw's daughter
i s, whi wen o 10 hiave “far ight, and her
o earstopay  husband Warrenat
seir mOoTtgREe — SLAring out thelr Warrandyte
momithky 15 0f$20.72 home.
in Decermber last year, theit
ndson, Joel Anderson, 31, 14 mmﬁ
{first homee, a unit in Rich i
£$436,000, He has borrowed
v per cend, of the wial from the
ank ($414,200) and is receiving
m&:ﬂmmmhﬁ&? Pk mﬁﬁ:{'ﬂmtﬂp fOT'aone-acw _ thildrens expectations, But Joel is
Epaymenmviﬂbeah:ut SU5.  four-bedroom mhuﬂﬁﬁ[ o Jlﬂiﬁ :EIE‘!"I'! "[ﬂfwun;flmw
I thi 3 . i 980, just after the Andersons
Lthink houses have become way  designed house with a $35,000 bank bought !hejilland. ﬂ::‘ r:u\TL:hnr:\sn:

oo expensive. It's way out of propor-
tion, fsn't if?” says Mrs Rae. “Ii's

; hl.;vci lhre; Emmﬁ, the fam-
y has seen deep sweep
through the Melboumehuuuzml:
market. Like thelr grandson, the
Raes struggled (o buy their home.
But50 years ago, had smaller
expectations aid saved more before

they bought, MrsRae szps

‘The Raes'daughter, fennifer
Anderson. remembers her paren s
being able to afford litde other than

food. Her own age grouip s 4,

loan,
The Andersons’ combined
ineome was above average, about
S100,000 per year, and they paid off
thewr mortgage by the end of 1986,
sixyears hefore her parents made
the last repayment on their |

of ahouse was aboul three times
annual household mcome. Today it
is eight times,

oel Andersurs experience fs typ-
ical nlu‘. many young homebuyers. He

o b

seriously for about a

£ on the internet for an
re very night, going to
mepections, petting outbid at auc-
tions, and

) 7 atd A ﬁ}r‘mlt_v--nhsrm;;
0 Hddr o R iides the help of
‘B:-I-\'-'-__ ge-R i 7 e gl T pol

Ny
Inobmmat. £

1955
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lower [ncomes

bought a house.
Now, it's not

even a deposit

on a dream

GEORGINA and RONALD RAE.

F::aei"m;eop e who, five years aﬁu,
would have been able (o put the
money together 1o buy a house,” she

The federal government's recent
state of Australian Cities report
found. that abaut 22 per cent of
ot seholds were renting priva!i'!y.
and another 4.7 per cent from a
housing authority, Belng served
notice by @ landlord was 3 commeon
weason for renters to change houses,
the report said, adding that the cost
of moving was “considerable”.

This month, VCOSS launched a

Hunse
saysth
in the farr
SE0,000 3

I'r i.Il‘ l\l"’l\h
TIOW 20es Towards mi E
ments. His girlfriend, Am
will help meet the pavments when
they move in

Previaus generations bormowed
less than he has had o, but Mr
Anderson says property prices are

10 take on Brealer respany
maintenance,” ghe wid -~y

CAmpaign for basic standprdy log
rental properties, Seue BUVErTImeny
spokeswoman Reberey Harrisgn

said the Brumby
committed

The Rudd Bovernmeny
Pledged 5635 billion log e "
and refurhishing sucia| housng, and
Ms Plibersek said jay National Reutd
Affordability Scheme, which offers '
Investors 1ax incentives o chiange
less ren, had 5o fur approved -

Struction for 1| 000 affors
properes i

i BOVeImment hag
0 Improving regiers
rights and conditiops, saving |t

of one Melbourne family are living proof that buying a home has never been more unaffordape. :
They qive Maris Beck a quided tour through their contrasting experiences

1n 1980 the median cost
of ahouse was about
three times annual
household income,
Today it is eight times.

oul of 272
boume was ‘J'.n o
able, after Sydney and Vancouver,
Canada.

Texry Burke, professor of housing

Foople are being seducedinto
lifestyle built around deby.* fro-
tessor Burke savs. “Some nfus wou




“Affordable housing - the worst of

all oxymorons ”
The AGE- Wednesday May 26th 2010
CHALPAT SONTI

http://theage.domain.com.au/real-estate-news/affordable-housing--the-
worst-of-all-oxymorons-20100526-wcvt.html

It's another day, another housing issue, another
politican with a “solution”.

I wish | had a cent for every one of each of those. |
could buy every house on this block.

This time the politician is the new WA Housing
Minister Bill Marmion, a usually-sensible man by

all accounts, who told Parliament last week that

by releasing plenty of land on to the Perth market,
he can bring down the median house price, thus
making housing more “affordable”.

That’s going to sound like manna from heaven for
the hordes that are waiting to take their first step on
the property ladder.

Advertisement: Story continues below

At last, a politician who knows how they’re feeling.
And after all, the house building and developer
lobbies tell us that there’s a new home shortage
around the corner.

They blame “red tape”, and Marmion says he’s also
looking at ways to cut planning approval time.

But existing homeowners will react with scorn, and a
little fear.

That was encapsulated by the state opposition,
which took Marmion to task in Parliament yesterday,
claiming his plan would drive down the value of the
only asset most West Australians owned.

As usual, both sides are right, and wrong.

Property industry watchers are probably more
frustrated by Marmion’s use of a median house
price measure that no analyst can agree on.

Those of us who deal with these things on an
almost-daily basis might ask - is it the RP Data
figure? Or the (Fairfax-owned) Australian Property
Monitors? Maybe even the Real Estate Institute of
WA?

All three come out with widely-varying “median”
figures each quarter. Maybe Marmion is going

for the “median of the median”, the “mean of the
standard deviation”, or “the who-cares-I'll-make-one-
up”. Or something else.

That'’s the crux of his plan. By boosting sales of
new homes at the lower end of the market, that will
bring the median price down but “no-one’s individual
house (price) will come down”, he told Parliament.
“If the median house price comes down because
there are more sales at the lower end of the market
then so be it,” he said.

My bet is that if his plan were ever to see the light of
day, the only winners would be house builders who,
struggling to cope with the influx, will make another

fortune in charging according to the rules of supply
and demand.

Those homeowners are then going to be wanting

a pretty penny when they sell. Which as statistics
show us, is not too long later. Up even further go
those prices again.

The main positive is that it might force others
holding on to land, including some of our largest
developers, to push their projects along a bit. But
they’re still hamstrung more by lack of finance than
red tape.

Whatever Marmion’s magical maths achieves,

he should know that there is no such thing as
affordable housing. Unless you're going to live in a
tent out of sight on publicly-owned land. Or luck in at
a mortagee sale.

House prices are set by the market, as well or ill-
informed as it is.

Given our long history of treating the market we
think we know best with a large dash of speculation
(does anyone out there buy a home thinking they’re
not going to make money down the line?) the price
of any given house is more than likely to be more
than it should be.

That won’t stop us overpaying. Forget the first step
on the ladder. Almost everyone has their eyes on
bigger prizes down the track. No one on the ladder
wants house prices to fall.

And even those struggling to grab hold of the lowest
rung would have to admit that they want to “invest”
in something that will rise. Hopefully forever.

My own experience, which I've detailed before,
started with a home in a city for the now-seemingly
unthinkable price of about $60,000.

That was more than 20 years ago, and even though
| soon paid it off, keeping money aside for inevitable
maintenance, insurance, rates and all the other
hidden costs ensured | would have been better off
paying rent somewhere else at the time.

There was nothing affordable about it, and the
experience has made me think twice about plunging
in again.

| now rent - for the time being anyway, there are
other pressures that might force me to buy again -
and haven't regretted it.

But when that day comes, I’'m not going to be
bemoaning the lack of “affordable” housing despite
my decidedly low budget. It'll simply be a matter of
buying what | can afford, and hoping it’s sufficent for
my needs.

Unless Marmion can find me some extremely cheap
land. I've got the tent right over there...



“Time for boomers to move on? ”’

The AGE- Wednesday May 26th 2010
CHALPAT SONTI
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It's another day, another housing issue, another
politican with a “solution”.

I wish | had a cent for every one of each of those. |
could buy every house on this block.

This time the politician is the new WA Housing
Minister Bill Marmion, a usually-sensible man by

all accounts, who told Parliament last week that

by releasing plenty of land on to the Perth market,
he can bring down the median house price, thus
making housing more “affordable”.

That’s going to sound like manna from heaven for
the hordes that are waiting to take their first step on
the property ladder.
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At last, a politician who knows how they’re feeling.
And after all, the house building and developer
lobbies tell us that there’s a new home shortage
around the corner.

They blame “red tape”, and Marmion says he’s also
looking at ways to cut planning approval time.

But existing homeowners will react with scorn, and a
little fear.

That was encapsulated by the state opposition,
which took Marmion to task in Parliament yesterday,
claiming his plan would drive down the value of the
only asset most West Australians owned.

As usual, both sides are right, and wrong.

Property industry watchers are probably more
frustrated by Marmion’s use of a median house
price measure that no analyst can agree on.

Those of us who deal with these things on an
almost-daily basis might ask - is it the RP Data
figure? Or the (Fairfax-owned) Australian Property
Monitors? Maybe even the Real Estate Institute of
WA?

All three come out with widely-varying “median”
figures each quarter. Maybe Marmion is going

for the “median of the median”, the “mean of the
standard deviation”, or “the who-cares-I'll-make-one-
up”. Or something else.

That'’s the crux of his plan. By boosting sales of
new homes at the lower end of the market, that will
bring the median price down but “no-one’s individual
house (price) will come down”, he told Parliament.
“If the median house price comes down because
there are more sales at the lower end of the market
then so be it,” he said.

My bet is that if his plan were ever to see the light of
day, the only winners would be house builders who,
struggling to cope with the influx, will make another

fortune in charging according to the rules of supply
and demand.

Those homeowners are then going to be wanting

a pretty penny when they sell. Which as statistics
show us, is not too long later. Up even further go
those prices again.

The main positive is that it might force others
holding on to land, including some of our largest
developers, to push their projects along a bit. But
they’re still hamstrung more by lack of finance than
red tape.

Whatever Marmion’s magical maths achieves,

he should know that there is no such thing as
affordable housing. Unless you're going to live in a
tent out of sight on publicly-owned land. Or luck in at
a mortagee sale.

House prices are set by the market, as well or ill-
informed as it is.

Given our long history of treating the market we
think we know best with a large dash of speculation
(does anyone out there buy a home thinking they’re
not going to make money down the line?) the price
of any given house is more than likely to be more
than it should be.

That won’t stop us overpaying. Forget the first step
on the ladder. Almost everyone has their eyes on
bigger prizes down the track. No one on the ladder
wants house prices to fall.

And even those struggling to grab hold of the lowest
rung would have to admit that they want to “invest”
in something that will rise. Hopefully forever.

My own experience, which I've detailed before,
started with a home in a city for the now-seemingly
unthinkable price of about $60,000.

That was more than 20 years ago, and even though
| soon paid it off, keeping money aside for inevitable
maintenance, insurance, rates and all the other
hidden costs ensured | would have been better off
paying rent somewhere else at the time.

There was nothing affordable about it, and the
experience has made me think twice about plunging
in again.

| now rent - for the time being anyway, there are
other pressures that might force me to buy again -
and haven't regretted it.

But when that day comes, I’'m not going to be
bemoaning the lack of “affordable” housing despite
my decidedly low budget. It'll simply be a matter of
buying what | can afford, and hoping it’s sufficent for
my needs.

Unless Marmion can find me some extremely cheap
land. I've got the tent right over there...



“Where the affordable houses are”

THE SMH- Thurs April 15th 2010

http://www.smh.com.au/news/domain/australian-capital-territory/
where-the-affordable-houses-are/2010/04/15/1270924428144 . html

There’s still affordable housing in Australia but
they’re a short flight away from city centres.

The good news is there is still affordable housing in
Australia. The bad news is that the suburbs are a
short flight away from capital city centres.

Take for instance, Millgrove in Victoria. The median
price for a home in that suburb is a relatively modest
$218,500 with values rising 1.2 per cent in the year
to January, according to RP Data.

But Millgrove, in the state’s Yarra Ranges, is 61
kilometres from Melbourne’s CBD.

In Sydney the most affordable suburb is Willmot with
a median home price of $219,500. It's a mere 41
kilometres to the CBD, but prices have risen 9.8 per
cent in the year to January, the real estate research
agency said.

“If you want the most affordable suburbs, you
generally have to go to the furthest-out reaches of
the city,” said RP Data senior researcher Cameron
Kusher.

Housing affordability has emerged as a key issue
in recent years as prices soared 12.7 per cent in
the year to February to a national median price of
$455,000, according to RP Data.

Those price increases have driven would-be buyers
further from city centres.

At the same time, interest rates, which have

increased five times since October, have led

analysts to expect house prices to level off in
coming months.

The distance of a house from the city does not
guarantee a more affordable life if transportation
costs are taken into account, Mr Kusher said.

“While it looks more affordable, you've got to do
your sums based on how (you will) get to work and
shop each week.”

And in suburbs a helicopter-flight away from the city
centre, there’s no promise home prices will go up
either, he warned.

The outer suburbs are more sensitive to interest
rate hikes and to increases in housing stock, he
said. “Certainly, | think the first signs we’ll see of
a levelling (in home prices) we’'ll be in those outer
suburbs.”

Mr Kusher is predicting price moderation and
possible falls in capital cities home values in the
near future, after months of slumping home loans.

That means there’s no promise a reasonably priced
suburb like Hillman in Western Australia, with

a median price of $280,000, will remain a good
investment. Hillman is 38 kilometres from Perth’s
city centre.

Hobart’s far flung northern suburb of Gagebrook
is the cheapest capital city suburb in the nation,
according to RP Data, with a median price of
$153,000. It's 16 kilometres north of the Hobart’s
CBD and separated from it by the Derwent River.

The distance from the CBD has already proved a
weight on home prices in Brisbane, where four out
of five of the most affordable suburbs have seen
their value fall over the 12 months to February.

Mr Kusher cautions that Brisbane has been a
laggard in price growth compared to other capital
cities in recent years.

Home prices in the Brisbane suburb of Lamb Island
- which is accessible only by boat - has a median
value of $205,000.

Prices there have dropped 3.5 per cent over the
past 12 months. In addition to being serviced
only by ferries, Lamb Island is 39 kilometres from
Brisbane’s CBD.

The cheapest suburb in the ACT, Charnwood,

is only 13 kilometres from Canberra’s CBD. The
median price is $351,000, 3.2 per cent in the year to
February.

The Adelaide suburb of Elizabeth South offers
homes at a median price of $200,000, at only 21
kilometres from the CBD. Prices have increased 4.2
per cent in the 12 months to January.



“Interational students left in the

shadows ”’
The SMH - May 28, 2010
SIMON MARGINSON

http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/international-
students-left-in-the-shadows-20100527-whj1.html#comments

AUSTRALIA had 632,000 international students last
year, and the number continues to grow. Their spending
on education, transport, food, housing and other items
generates $17 billion a year. That alone makes them
important, but there’s more to it than money.

As people, international students live in the shadows. It
wasn'’t until the spate of bashings affecting south Asians
in 2008 and 2009 that many Victorians began to glimpse
the difficulties international students can encounter.

Four in five are from Asia. Most are non-white. Though
Australia is moving away from its old identity as a bastion
of the “British race” in Asia, and our public culture is
tolerant and cosmopolitan, non-white people can still face
extra problems.

International students are in the vanguard of our evolving
relations with other Asia-Pacific countries. Treating the
students as people is essential to our global credibility.
But international students in Australia have a poorly
defined legal identity and unclear presence. Federal

law guarantees them consumer rights and ensures they
comply with their temporary migration visas, but says little
else.

As globally mobile people, international students fall
between two national jurisdictions. They cannot gain
access to citizen protections and entitlements while away
from home, but they lack the rights of citizens in Australia.
When we began investigating international student
security in 2003, no one else was interested. Some were
hostile, fearing the multibillion-dollar industry would be
undermined by “bad news” about student problems;
better to sweep those under the carpet. Thankfully,
attitudes are changing.

Three research projects and 240 student interviews

later, we have summarised our findings in the book
International Student Security.

We researched all domains affecting the students -
finances, work, housing, health, safety, relations with
officials, personal and family networks, and loneliness.
We looked at relations with local students and the
community, and discrimination and abuse. We found:
-International students are not treated the same as local
students. We identified 25 areas in which their rights

are inferior, from access to bank services to welfare
support, transport concessions, translation functions and
postgraduate scholarships. Few of these discriminations
can be justified.

-Many who work are seriously exploited. Underpaid
international students constitute a large and unprotected
labour underclass, undermining the working conditions of
local workers and the students themselves.

-Nine students in 10 said they felt safe in Australia but
some told of robberies and bashings.

-Most students had unhappy relations with the
Immigration Department.

-Two-thirds felt lonely at some point. Mostly the

problems diminished after the first six months, but some
experienced ongoing isolation.

-More than half cited “significant barriers” to making
friends with local students.

-The shortage of affordable housing is serious in Sydney
and Melbourne. Many students crowd in groups of 10

to 20 into three and four-bedroom houses, often in
unsanitary and unsafe conditions.

-Half of the students in the study had experienced
intercultural “hostility or prejudice”, mostly in the street,
on public transport, in shops and restaurants, or at work.
We see subsidised, affordable student accommodation as
a circuit breaker. On-campus and near-campus housing
shared by international and local students could tackle
several problems at once - housing shortages, high rents,
unsafe conditions.

It would take students off night-time public transport and
away from attack-prone suburban locations. And the one
sure way to foster intercultural friendship is to bring locals
and internationals together in mixed residences.

On campus, we suggest mandatory English language
standards in degrees, and routine and universal “network
audits” to identify isolated students at risk.

Many problems facing international students are off
campus and in the general community, for example in
housing, safety and discrimination. State governments
need to become more active in student security.

But the larger issue is how we define international
students to ourselves, and our obligations to them. We
need to resolve this shadowy group in our midst, these
people who nevertheless have become so vital to us, and
have much to offer.

We have a choice. Most students spend several years
with us, to our benefit. We can continue to treat them as
outsiders, as mere visitors - expecting them to stay on the
fringes, pay up on time, and be seen and not heard.

But this would be to continue to exploit these globally
mobile people economically, while blocking their access
to a full set of human rights, which can only be accessed
via a national jurisdiction.

Alternatively, we can listen to them. And we can treat
them as insiders while with us, bearers of that full set

of rights. Simply, we can treat them the same as local
students.



“ Origami idea brought into the
fold ”

The Domain - May 22, 2010
KERRIE O’BRIEN

http://smh.domain.com.au/real-estate-news/origami-idea-brought-into-
the-fold-20100521-w1bo.html

Point Lonsdale a mod house

modular house

wStylish, modular prefabricated houses can be an easy
alternative to traditional builds, writes Kerrie O’Brien.
Escalating prices in Melbourne real estate and a lack of
affordable housing have many potential implications. One
may well be a rethink of the way we build our dwellings
and a move towards alternative styles of housing.
Several companies now offer stylish modular houses that
look and feel just like conventional properties but at a
fraction of the price one might expect.

Established by Rob Colquhoun in 2003, Prebuilt is one
such organisation. Back then, Mr Colquhoun had land
along the Murray on which he wanted to build.
Advertisement: Story continues below

After a lot of research, he found few good-quality housing
options were available. “Everything was stuck in that log
cabin style, not design-oriented,” he says.

It struck him that there was a market for smart,
prefabricated, architecturally designed houses. “Then

| came up with the folding-house idea, like an origami
design, that allowed us to get a lot of house on to a
truck.” It was a prescient concept. Since its early days,
Prebuilt has delivered houses across the country from
Margaret River to far north Queensland.

The name explains the process, as the houses are
exactly that — put together in the company factory in
Kilsyth in Melbourne’s east, then trucked to the site where
they are assembled. Where a traditional build can take
anywhere from six months to three years, a Prebuilt
house can potentially be assembled within five to 10
days. There are six designs in the range, developed in
conjunction with architects such as Pleysier Perkins as
well as an in-house design team.

The property pictured is based on the Mod design and
consists of four modules. Built recently in Point
Lonsdale, it is a two-storey house with a facade of
silvertop ash cladding and supports made from steel.

It has a U-shaped floor plan, with a large, open-plan
kitchen and dining area adjoining the living room, a
predominantly white interior and lots of glass throughout
to take advantage of the views.

Downstairs, there are three-metre-high ceilings, double-
glazed floor-to-ceiling windows and Tasmanian oak
floorboards in the communal spaces.

These rooms are linked to a separate rumpus room and
entry foyer by a central deck.

Three bedrooms, including the main with en suite, are on
the first floor, while a fourth, intended for guests, is on the
ground floor.

Spotted-gum decking has been used extensively outside,
in the pergolas as well as the flooring, all of which are
also factory-built. Other features include low-voltage
downlights and hydronic heating.

The initial on-site assembly of the house was done in just
one day. The four modules were transported on separate
wide-load trucks and craned into their final positions.
Site works continued for another three weeks or so,
installing underfloor heating, floor coverings and the deck
as well as joinery, waterproofing, painting and plastering.
The company usually provides the team of tradesmen

to complete its buildings, although some owners choose
to take on certain aspects of the on-site construction
process themselves. Apart from being built in the factory
rather than on site, one of the key differences between
one of these houses and many conventional houses is
that they’re built on concrete-free footings, rather than

a slab.This use of a suspended floor means they can
actually be moved relatively easily if need be.

Other than that, little suggests they have vastly different
origins to residences either side of them.

Mr Colquhoun says Prebuilt has strong green credentials.
As with a conventional design, orientation, cross-
ventilation and shading are important but he argues that
measures such as using plantation and recycled timber,
water-saving plumbing fittings and energy-efficient
appliances are also key.

To take things further, clients can specify low-VOC-
emitting paints and stains, solar hot water and solar
power panels, grey water recycling systems, reed beds
and composting toilets.

According to the company, building in the factory offers
significant environmental advantages by reducing
emissions generated by travel and reducing material
waste by using standardised components.

Traditionally, about 60 per cent of Prebuilt's work has
come from clients building in rural or coastal locations. Mr
Colquhoun says more work is now going to infill sites in
established suburbs, citing houses delivered to Northcote
and Clovelly in Sydney.

The company has also supplied houses to parts of
Victoria ravaged by bushfires and has worked to gain
high protection levels, up to Bushfire Attack Level 40, for
its designs.

Details

Name of house: Point Lonsdale Mod house

Builder: Prebuilt Housing Solutions

Website: prebuilt.com.au

Phone: 9761 5544

Address: Various houses are on display at 219
Colchester Road, Kilsyth Melway: 51 E9

Open: Monday to Friday 10am-4.30pm; Saturdays by
appointment

Start price: Escape, one-bedroom (57 square metres)
from $99,000; Mod, one-bedroom from $185,000

Price for house as pictured: $600,000-plus

Size (inc garage and outdoor areas): About 350 square
metres including deck

Bedrooms: Four



“No room for NIMBY syndrome”

THE SMH- April 6, 2010

http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/no-room-for-nimby-syndrome-
20100405-rn08.html

It's hypocritical to admit to the need for affordable
housing, then object to it being built in your street.
Melbourne abounds in affordable housing. The Valuer-
General reports that in the September quarter last year,
there were 116 suburbs in which the median house price
was less than $400,000. For the city as a whole, the
median unit price was $385,000.

But there was a catch. Of those 116 suburbs, 86 were 20,
30, 40 or more kilometres out of town. Another 20 were
15 to 20 kilometres from town, all in northern and western
suburbs. The suburbs with affordable housing closer in
were all in the north and west, mostly around Sunshine. It
was the same story with units and apartments: expensive
close in, cheaper the further out you go. And on the
fringe, the median block of land cost just $165,000 - even
less in the suburbs where most blocks were sold: Tarneit,
Craigieburn, Pakenham and Doreen.

The moral is clear. The housing that has become
unaffordable for aspiring home buyers is mostly housing
in the inner and middle suburbs: areas within easy reach
of the city centre, serviced by trains or trams, the sort of
housing most of us grew up in.

In recent days, The Age has explored how Melbourne
might develop to house the 7 million inhabitants now
forecast for 2050. This debate has a long way to run, but
our Project Melbourne series has shed light on the issues
the Brumby government must now confront if it wants to
lead, rather than drifting with the tide.

But it has also shown that the causes are largely beyond
the state government’s responsibility. Housing prices
have soared because of an imbalance between supply
and demand. More people want to buy houses than there
are houses to buy. And the comparison of prices shows
that imbalance is not so much on the perimeter, but in the
inner and middle suburbs.

Interest groups keep telling us the solution is to zone
more fringe land for housing. But we already have zoned
urban land in spades, owned by developers who are
holding on to it so they don’t flood the market. Releasing
more land will solve nothing.

We have an imbalance because demand for houses has
been swollen by three policy changes made by federal
governments, while the supply of housing in inner and
middle suburbs has barely grown. So we now have
shortages of the houses people want - and so prices
have risen.

The interest groups know that, but want to shield their
interests from change. If that’s our attitude, we’ll solve
nothing. If we try to shift the blame or tinker at the edges
rather than fix the problem, house prices will keep rising.
Australia will keep changing from a nation of home
owners to one of landlords and tenants.

The first policy change was the Hawke government’s
restoration of negative gearing in the 1987 budget as

an approved tax break. Since then, the number of rental

investors has more than trebled, from 511,000 to 1.7
million. They now own at least 2.4 million homes and
their share of bank finance to buy established homes has
soared from 8 per cent to 40 per cent.

The huge growth of rental investment has pushed up
prices, and pushed out more than a million aspiring home
buyers, who have been forced to remain renters (keeping
the rental market tight). Census figures show that just in
the decade from 1996 to 2006, the proportion of middle-
income Melburnians aged 25 to 44 who owned their own
home shrank from 68 per cent to 57 per cent. If the tax
break stays, many of them will never own a home.

The second policy change was the Howard government’s
huge increase in net immigration: nationally, from 79,000
a year in the ‘90s to roughly 300,000 now - and in
Victoria, from 20,000 a year to more than 80,000. This
required far more housing and better infrastructure in

the cities that housed them. But that didn’'t come in the
time and scale required. If you push more people into the
same housing stock, prices rise.

Now it appears that Melbourne prices are being lifted by
a third policy change: the Rudd government’s decision in
December 2008 to stop requiring temporary residents to
get approval from the Foreign Investment Review Board
to buy a home. At the time, Labor wanted to prop up
housing prices against the risk of a US-style collapse. But
now, Melbourne prices are being pushed higher still by
money from outside.

In Victoria, in the four months to January, bank lending

to people buying existing homes was just 1.6 per cent
higher than two years ago, and heading down. Yet
Melbourne housing prices were 16 per cent higher,

and heading up. Assistant Treasurer Nick Sherry was
faking it last week when he told us the government was
monitoring purchases by temporary residents - it no
longer collects any data on them.

The federal government’s tax breaks increase demand
for housing, not its supply. To lower house prices relative
to income, we will need to sharply increase supply.
Redirecting those tax breaks to lift supply instead of
demand could be a big help. But two other changes are
needed.

First, the Rudd government’s valuable social housing
initiative - building 19,400 more homes for public, co-
operative or defence housing - should not be a one-off,
but the start of a renewed government role as a provider
of affordable rental housing. Housing Minister Tanya
Plibersek notes that if public housing’s role had simply
been maintained at 1996 levels, today there would be
90,000 more units, and less pressure on low-income
renters.

But the other change must come from us. We need to

kill off the NIMBY syndrome. If we want more affordable
housing in our suburbs, we have to make room for it. We
need to give up knee-jerk reactions against new housing
in our street, and become more proactive, looking at
where those new homes can go. We can either build out,
or we build up. It makes sense to build up around the
main suburban centres, around train stations and on tram
lines. | once lived in a city like that, and it works.
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Stage 01

“Chapter Studies”

Stage 1 was completed in conjunction with
Matthew Sales and Sohan Sarif

Understanding the development of
Australian Culture and Society was key to
both chapters of “Philosophy” and “Size”.
These understandings and interpretation
set the foundations for the affordability
model. The Models highlighted the benefits
of adopting Eastern values of sharing, the
departure from a self-centred society, as
well as picking up on a different attitude on
space and how much we really need.




“ The mind is everything.
What you think, you become”

On Philosophy
NextGen Housing Research: Chapter 01

Psychology is the makeup of how we act, think
and live as humans. Your cuitural history, religious
background and education all play a role in making
up the complex nature of the human psyche. The
human psyche is a complex that determines, what
we as individuals and a society believe to be true.
For the purpose of this chapter, investigations
have been made into what elements of the psyche
play a role in our philosophy of living. Western

psychology has engrained in itself a particular set
of rules for living, so to has the east. Both resulting
in completely different and opposing philosophies
on the way we should live.

This chapter attempts to explore, but by no means
tries to answer the following questions:

introduction

Our Chapter Assignments where a key influence in
my understanding of housing and philosophy and
became a key driver to my response to afforability

“ Who has the right answer as to
how we should live? ”

“ Have the eastern cultures got it
right? Or have the west?

“ Should we be searching for a
middle ground, or is there a better
way of living than either east or
west? ”

“How can these two cultures
learn and influence each other to
create a uniform philosophy of
living? Would this be a desirable
approach?”
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Our Chapter Assignments where a key influence in
my understanding of housing and philosophy and
became a key driver to my response to afforability
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Stage 02

“Manifesto + Master plan”

Further development and research at

this stage saw the opening of various
affordability models with ownership.

From the development of ideas in stage

1, there was a key influence of the sense
of community within this development,
Ideas of a new social agenda. Through the
increased sense of community; affordability
model was designed to create employment
and generate business on site to support
the investment model. ESD response was
also the agenda at this stage; research and
development in Green principals, Building
Orientations etc, to reduce energy costs of
heating and cooling the development.




“ Introduction to Cohousing and

Ecovillages ”
Sustainable Living Foundation (SLF)

http://www.communities.org.au/knowledgebase/introductory/
introduction-co-housing

intentional communities australia

Resources for cohousing and cooperative communities

home
knowledge base
i project profiles
forum
! aboutus
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Introduction To Cohousing And Ecovillages

_ Article Topics
i Posted by Sustainable Living Foundation (SLF) | 21 February 2009 i = Introductory
| Cohousing and ecovillages are a significant part of the solution to Australi’s housing | * Group Issues
| crisis, addressing the crucial issues of affordability, ecological impact and community i » Property Acquisition
i . building. . » Design
R — * Cohousing and ecovillages are small, mainstream, residential projects facilitating and i » Legal and Government Issues
intentional way of living together and doing it better. They include the following features: : * Finance and Budget

i & Construction

Register

Create an account to

1. individual, private homes, space and ownership

2. community relationships and generous, multi-use common facilities
3. ahealthy balance between community and privacy
4
5

 Communities Australia
- Newsletter
. Staytuned for our next

participate online.

. elements of sel-management, trust and familiarity

. stronger sense of neighbourhood

These communities are often in higher density residential contexts and can be designed by newsletier!
residents. They use less resources, whether they are completely new construction or

retrofits of existing buildings. It is a way to maintain liveability on a smaller, tighter, physical E-mail: *
place. 5
More information is available from the websites and books listed below.

Websites ) Unsubscribe
Wikipedia article on cohousing - en wikipedia.org/wiki/Cohousing &
Cohousing Association of the US - www.cohousing.org Submit |

UK Cohousing Netwark - www.cohousing.org.uk& F
International Fellowship of Intentional Communities - www.ic.orge?
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““ Green Square Affordable

Housing ”’
City of Sydney Council

http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/development/ G]lly' of S}Fdﬂey
urbanrenewalprojects/greensquare/AffordableHousing.asp Aff - .
ordable Housing in

Green Square
Green Square Affordable Housing PRACTICE NOTES — May 2008

Council has in place an Affordable Housing Scheme for Green
Square (comprising provisions in its Local Environmental Plan 1998
and Affordable Housing Development Control Plan 2002). You can
download the Green Sguare Affordable Housing DCP as a PDF
document.

The Scheme aims to mitigate the decrease in affordable rental
accommaodation by requiring the provision of affordable housing
when land in the Green Sguare Renewal Area is developed.

Background

The new planning provisions and upzoning of land in Green
Square, combined with significant infrastructure improvements,
hawve substantially increased the development potential and
hence land values in the area. The upward pressures on property
values tends to raise the purchase and private rental
accommodation costs beyond the reach of low to moderate
income househaolds. In this respect, Council and the community
recognise the need to provide housing for a mix of socio-economic
groups close to the new employment opportunities. This was
originally acknowledged in the Green Square Structural
Masterplan, and detailed provisions have been incorporated in the
South Sydney LEP 1998 to require the provision of affordable
housing from developments in Green Square.

Inclusionary Zoning

LEP 1998 encourages and promotes a vanety of housing for both
the new and existing communities in terms of form, tenure and
social mix. A particular aim is the development of housing that is T N AR VLSRR B R R S ARt
affordable to a cross section of socio-economic groups. Tobie of Conlants

In order to achieve these principles, the Green Square Affordable e T '
Housing Scheme aims to provide, as development proceeds over
the next 15 to 20 years, a rental stock of approximately 479 units
{on current population projections) for very low to moderate 8- \NEFCFONLE HELEM R G IBREOLUE ] !
income households in the Green Square area. eV

F SV LD T AT ICATIO N PR TR -

4 A A FIORE] oana | 1
The scheme is being implemented by the inclusionary zoning & FPROCEDLRES FOR PRYNENT OF AFFORCIRLE &
provisions in LEP 1998 and the Affordable Housing DCP 2002, HOREEING CONTREUTICN
under which all development within Green Square (other than AT AN A @

certain specified development categories) is reguired to provide e e
affordable housing. } ;
The requirement forms a condition of development consent. A

developer may opt to provide affordable housing on-site, or

alternatively pay the equivalent monetary contribution to enable

housing units to be constructed elsewhere within Green Square;

however, on-site provision is encouraged.
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This book has assisted me in the understanding of affordable
development at an international level. The book focuses on countries
such as Canada, France and Italy. Showed how you can potentially
create an affordable development factoring various elements such as

regulations, fabrication, design and understanding of community and
place

THE ARCHITECTURE
OF AFFORDABLE
HOUSING

Y ¢ cowmn o S s

SAM DAVIS'




BOOK

This book has assisted me in the understanding of the attitudes of
Australian soicety and there obession with owning a Mc Mansion. It also

dicussed ways in which we could live in a more dense soicety and still
have the love of our homes.
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Stage 03

“Final development”

Resources: *Project development
*Precedent Studies




Stage 03

“Final Development”

Further development and research of the
final proposal. Addressing outcomes stated
in the manifesto.




Precedent

Location: Denmark
size : 33000 sgm




Location: Sweden
size : 100 000 sgm

Precedent




/w.gaisma.com/en/location/sydney-au.html
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http://www.environment.gov.au/sustainability/government/
publications/esd-design/pubs/esd-design-guide-introduction.pdf
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Abstract

This resource list discusses basic principles of solar greenhouse design, as well as different
construction rmaterial options. Books, articles and Web sites, and computer software relevant
to solar greenhouse design are all provided in a resource list.

Table of Contents

» Introduction
» Basic Principles of Solar Greenhouse Design
¢ Solar Greenhouse Designs
+ Solar Heat Absorption
+ Solar Heat Storage
» Insulation
+ Ventiation
+ Putting It All Together
+ References
» Resources
o Books
o Articles, Fact Sheets, and Web Sites
o Computer Software

Introduction

Kansas City Center for Urban Agriculture,
Photo: NCAT

Since 2000, U.S. greenhouse growers have increasingly adopted high tunnels as the preferred solar greenhouse technology. Rigid
frames and alazing are stil cormmon in parts of Europe, and in the cimate-controlled operations in Mexico and the Caribbean that
produce acres of winter crops for North American markets. (For more on cimate-controlled technology, see Linda Calvin and Roberta
Cook. 2005. "Greenhouse tomatoes change the dynamics of the Morth American fresh tomato industry.” AmberiWaves. April. Vol. 3, No.
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conceptual section of greenhouse

Roof top Glass Vegetation circulation path












